8th Grade Science 
Mrs. Abernathy

Abernathyc@lisd.net
(972)-350-9202
Room 202
Welcome

Welcome to the 8th grade! This year is your year to shine in Science! We will be conducting hands-on, inquiry-based descriptive, comparative and experimental labs, in addition to tons of interactive learning opportunities to make your 8th grade year as successful and exciting as possible.

What to Expect this Year
This year, students will use their natural sense of inquiry to learn how force, motion and energy relate. They will also research and discover new concepts about Earth and space, as well as how the Moon, Earth, and Sun interact. Students will study the periodic table with more depth than in prior years by studying the structure and atomic make up of elements. Students will also learn how interdependence works with organisms in an environment.
In the 8th grade, students will take the Science STAAR test. Throughout the year, we will be preparing for the test and monitoring students closely. Students will also be given STAAR-like questions daily in class to allow them to become comfortable with the structure and wording of the STAAR. 

Mrs. Abernathys science class rules:
(Students will collaborate to agree upon 5 rules for the class)

1. _____________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________________
4. _____________________________________________________________________
5. _____________________________________________________________________
Tutorials

I am available before school on Tuesday - Friday at 8:15am for morning tutorials. After school, tutorials are Tuesday and Wednesday until 4:30pm. Because of our morning policies, students will only be allowed to come to tutorials with a hall pass. If a student informs me ahead of time, I will be more than happy to write them a pass for morning tutorials. However, if a student decides they would like to come to morning tutorials and they do not have a pass, the parent may write one for their student to attend morning tutorials that day. (Parent passes must have parent signature)
Food/Drink Policy 
Students may have water in the science lab. Food and gum will not be allowed in order to maintain safety and cleanliness in the lab.  However, there will be specific days in which food will be acceptable as related to the lesson.  Those days will be made clear with teacher approval.
Lab Safety

Each student will receive a lab safety contract. This contract will be kept on file at Lakeview Middle School. The contract must be signed prior to the student participating in any of the classroom labs.
Grades

Grades will be posted and updated regularly on SKYWARD (you can access this from LISD’s home page). Grades are based upon the following breakdown: 
Major Grades: 40%

Minor Grades: 60%
Semester averaging procedure is as follows:

The 3 six weeks averages, totaling 90% and a semester final for 10%.
(return bottom signature with both signatures)


Student Signature _________________________________________

Parent Signature___________________________________________
